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It became clear to me that if the Soviet Union had committed some
mistakes in its dealings with our country, it was due to the errors of
our communists.

It is not my intention to present here a compilation of the achieve-
ments of the Soviet Union. I have simply offered a few observations
that are not on the level of the usual commentaries on the Soviet
Union or the impressions of tourists who have visited that country.
I have tried to set down my response to a development in the world,
in the life of man, which represents a new social civilization and
which is fully consonant with the ethics of the ancient Hindu way of
life. I have tried to explain how such an evaluation is the basis not
only of my politics but my personal life and spiritual thought.

Tagore and Bharati, Nehru and Kamaraj had a favourable
attitude towards the Soviet Union and the philosophy of life on which
it rested. In Bharati this attitude is to be found in its finest form.
A Tilak would have formulated that attitude for us and for our entire
country in a fashion that would have corresponded with the ethic of
the true Hindu and would thus have shown the way to the modern
world.

NOTES

Alexander Pushkin (1799-1837), greatest of Russian poets. Ivan Turgenev
(1813-83), novelist, journalist, and short story writer. Feodor Dostoyevsky
(1821-81), novelist, journalist, and short story writer. Alexander Kuprin (1870-
1938), novelist and short story writer. Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910), philosopher,
novelist, and one of the world's great writers of all time. Anton Chekhov (1860-
1904), dramatist and short story writer. Maxim Gorki (1868-1936), playwright,
novelist, and short story writer.
2Nikolai Gogol (1809-52), playwright, novelist, and short story writer,
^Kalingattu Parani, an epic poem by Jayamkondan, is a Tamil classic. Parani
is the name given in Tamil to a work in praise of a victorious king and his valorous
commanders and soldiers. "Among paranis the most outstanding is Kalingattit
Parani, goes the Tamil saying. Poet Jayamkondan's work commemorated the
victorious invasion of Kalinga by the forces of the Chola Empire.
4Yemelyan Pugachev, an "illiterate" Don Cossack, led a peasant rebellion
(1773-75) during the reign of Catherine II. Catherine came to power in 1762
following the forced abdication and death under mysterious circumstances of
her husband, Tsar Peter III. Pugachev claimed that he was Peter III and raised the
standard of revolt, gathering around himself a band of peasants and runaway
serfs. The "Tsar" proclaimed the abolition of serfdom in the country. Pugachev
was betrayed, taken to Moscow, and executed in 1775.